32nd Danish Cultural Conference, Menucha Center, Corbett, Oregon, June 25-27, 2010

Virtual Museums: Where Tradition Meets Technology, Tova Brandt, Curator of Exhibitions, Danish Immigrant Museum, Elk Horn, Iowa 

  “What kind of 'virtual visitor' are you?” asks Tova.  She had us fill out a survey.  The Museum (www.danishmuseum.org) was established in 1983, opened in 1994, and employs nine full-time staff.  They house over 35,000 artifacts of the “shared legacy of Denmark” and is the only museum dedicated to the immigrant experience from Denmark.  

  What is a 'virtual museum?'  It is a combination of internet website, digital catalog, on-line exhibitions and video content, interactive content (e.g., games), user-generated 
content, and social media (i.e. Facebook, MySpace).  She introduced, "View our entire 
Collection," for the $100 annual membership level.  The e-newsletter, E-muse DKNews, is available free-of-charge for any interested subscribers.  It is useful to look at other 
museum websites to see what other innovations exist: Colonial America (www.history.org), American-Swedish Institute (www.americanswedishinst.org), the Czech community (www.ncsml.org).  Need efforts on: update for current events, add video content, and "sample" the collection.


************************

Danish-American Song Traditions, Marianne Stølen, Ph.D, Professor, Dept. of Scandinavian Studies, University of Washington, Washington

   In order to connect the song culture of Denmark with Danish song in America, she gave an overview of Vartov in Copenhagen, the cultural center for the Grundtvigians. Groennegaarden (the green yard) in Vartov boasts a statue of N.F.S. Grindtvig, who for 40 years served as minister in the Vartov church.  His birthday, September 8, 1783, is celebrated each year with singing in the yard.  The year 2008 was the official ‘year of song’ in Denmark.  It sparked a reawakening of singing and was connected with the publication in 2007 of the newest edition of Hoejskolesangbogen.  In 2010, on the longest day of the year, June 21, a marathon of singing from the Hoejskolesangbog (entire book) took place in Groennegaarden, from sunrise until sunset.  People stopped by on their way to work or stayed all day.  In true Grundtvigian spirit, free coffee and cake was served. 

   The focus of the talk was the red songbook, known as Den Roede (Sangbog for Det Danske Folk i Amerika), compiled and edited by Frederik Lange Grundtvig, N.F.S. Grundtvig’s youngest son, who in 1882 emigrated to the Midwest.  Clinton, Iowa became the center of ‘Danishness’ for the Grundtvigian-oriented settlers, guided by F.L. Grundtvig and the Danish-American ministers.  Den Roede, first published in 1888, saw seven editions.  The book is still in use, in particular by those who grew up with the book, e.g. in the colonies established by the Grundtvigians.  It contains the Danish ‘canon’ of songs and songs by the settlers themselves, high as well as low, including their own compositions of melodies.  The fourth edition of 1916 has 144 immigrant songs.  This poetry can be regarded as valuable ethno-historical documentation of the settlers’ life.  An offspring of Frederik Lange Grundtvig’s songbook, ‘A World of Song’ (1941/1958), containing English translations of the most popular songs from Den Roede, has served as a crucial bridge connecting generations of Danish-Americans with each other and with the song culture of Denmark.  It is used at Menucha.  To illustrate the point, stanzas of the most popular songs from ‘A World of Song’ were sung by the people gathered for the talk – first in the original, then in translation.

************************

Danish Defense Polices and Participation in Afghanistan, Niels Ulrik Plesner Olsen, Assistant to the Defense Attache, Royal Danish Embassy, Washington DC

(views expressed here do not necessarily reflect the views of the Danish Embassy)

  The Embassy Defense Attaché’s Office has five staffers.  Its purpose is to facilitate cooperation with the U.S.-Danish militaries, analyses and reporting, plus training and exercises.  

  During the Cold War, Denmark found herself in a geographically exposed position as the NATO nation closest to the Warsaw Pact.  After the Cold War, Denmark re-evaluated its military priorities.  In 2004, the decision was made to transition the military into an expeditionary force, dedicated to global operations, through the NATO or UN.  Over 1000 personnel presently serve in former Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Iraq, Horn of Africa, and Lebanon.  

   The Danish Armed Forces (DAF) have 17,500 military, plus civilians, totals 25,000.  The Army must be able to deploy about two batallions, the Navy two ships, and the Air Force three units (aircraft or controllers).  They are exploring computer network operations and better military-civil coordination and planning.  Military policy depends on international cooperation via NATO and UN, with the emphasis on development, human rights, and environmental concerns.  

   Afghanistan is the first major test of the military-civilian approach.  Over $80 million per year is spent here in development aid.  Main goal is to help support the development specialists, which lays the path to permanent peace.  The civilian effort is mainly channeled through Afghan organizations, such as the Afghanistan Reconstruction Fund to improve (e.g., electricity), offer block grants for developmeant projects (e.g., water, sewer, agriculture), Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission, education (e.g., school construction, 50 million textbooks), enhance women's rights and opportunites (including micro-loans), counter-narocotics, enhance good governance at the national and provincal level, and cooperate with Non-Governmental Organizations.  The military effort is through the ISAF (www.isaf.nato.int), under UK command.  There are ~750 soliders and civilians in Afghanistan and 33 have been killed so far (one of the highest per capita of any NATO nation).  Public support for the war effort is still strong.  Persistent issues include wide-spread corruption and well-educated Afghan exiles not wanting to return.

***************************

The World of Cheeses with Detours Through Denmark and the Pacific Northwest, Lisbeth Goddik, Ph.D., Professor, Dept. of Food Science, Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon

   Common cheeses include Cheddar (English), Swiss (Switzerland), plus French, Dutch, Spanish, and Mexican – to name a few.  Cheese consumption is rising, as milk is on the decline.  Danish cheese consumption is twice that of the U.S.!  The U.S. Market prefers cheddar, mozzarellera (for pizza), and processed (on the decline).  Cheese-making combines micro-biology, biochemistry, engineering, plus creative “art.”  The milk is fermented, coagulates, concentrated to 10 times, then allowed to ripen (older, the better).  For cheese to have a strong flavor, it begins with the type of milk.  The natural lactic acid bacteria in milk is critical.  

   Cheese-making began over 6000 years ago in the eastern Mediterranean Sea.  Cheese and wine were common ways to preserve food back then.  The elite of Egypt in 2000 B.C. regularly ate cheese.  The Romans transformed cheese into food for the general population and brought cheese-making skills to Europe.  Cooked-pressed cheese was preferred for a long shelf-life.  Non-cooked-pressed cheese was good for local small family production.  

  Cheese came to Denmark in the 18th Century and by the 19th Century was produced by small farms and cooperatives.  The invention of the centerfuge in 1870 enabled dairy farmers to quickly and efficiently separate the cream from the milk.  In 1955, 1256 dairy farms produced cheese.  In 2007, only 12 did so, but are big-scale farms.  We have 31 companies now, with Arla (Danish and Swedish owned) is among the biggest and 8th largest dairy company world-wide, just ahead of KRAFT.  What about the cows?  In 1965, Denmark had 1,349,000 cows, but in 2009 down to 555,000.  The yield now is more efficient: 3800 kg/cow per year in 1965, and now 8922 in 2009.  These dairy proudcts are ~22% of Denmark's agricultural export.  Examples include Hevarti, most commonly known, and Rygeost, a smoked cheese known in the Viking Era.  

  In Oregon, common brands include Tillamook, Umpqua, Rogue Creamery, Alpenrose, Springfield Cremery (Nancys Yogurt), and many more.  Traditional commercial dairies are in decline but “artisian” products are on the rise.  Some Oregon cheeses won world-awards in 2008-2010.  Prof. Goddik has helped OSU with the “artisian” cheese effort (http://oregonstate.edu/dept/foodsci/faculty/lmg.htm).

**************************

Hosting International Exchange Students- the Nordic Experience, Gayle Criteser, Manager, Pacific Coast Region, International Student Exchange, and Kyle Dittmer, Portland, Oregon

  GC: Her 14-year experience in this field has been an eye-opener, on many levels.  ISE goals: (1) Educate tomorrow's leaders, (2) Facilitate the Host Family, community, and the Natural Family connection, (3) Emphasis to offer service to the community.  Prospective students are 15-18 ½ years old, have two letters of recommendation from their school, and have a good command of English.  They all have medical insurance and $300 per month spending money.  The students are suppose to blend in with an American family, have some similar interests, help out with daily chores, and learn some new skills, such as cooking (more of a trend with boys in recent years).  There are some restrictions: can't make any major life-changing moves (marriage, pregnancy, switch religion, etc.).  With a safe Host Family base of support, these students then make American friends, join school social and sport clubs, etc.  A student's religion (or lack of) needs to be considered and respected – for it can be a source of conflict with a Host Family.  There is a student orientation, and one for the Host Family, before the student leaves his/her home country.  

  KD: The variety of Host Families is wide open: couples, singles, with or wthout kids.  Besides offering the basics, warm loving household and room-and-board, a Host Family should offer: Guidance (to the American way of life), Integration (into the American family), Stability (so students can build a life in America during their time here), and Opportunites (fun and growth).  The Nordic students were very challenging to get up and going in the mornings, but otherwise were very adaptable and quick studies.  Since Danish children are often the center of family life, sometimes they can be spoiled once they get to America.  Danish students lead the other Nordic students in seeking out adventure, being outgoing, and making new friends.  Being homesick can be a “silent” problem that needs to be monitored for subtle signs.  Some, such as the Norwegians, don't adjust well to culture shock.  Students may not realize that they are cultural ambassadors for their home countries and ethnic role models for the local American kids.  Kyle highly recommends the book, “Foreign to Familiar...A Guide to Understanding Hot- and Cold-Climate Cultures.”  ISBN 1-58158-022-3 (www.amazon.com/Foreign-Familiar-Understanding-Climate-Cultures/dp/1581580223)

****************************

Jacob Riis, Carl Ballenas, History Teacher, Immaculate Conception School, New York

   Jacob arrived in New York City in 1870, from Ribe, Denmark (which is concurrently celebrating its 1300th year anniversary as a Viking village).  Jacob was a master carpenter but eventually became a Police Reporter, Social Reformer, Author, and America's first photo-journalist.  He rose through the newspaper industry with his articles that focused on the plight of the urban poor.  Theodore Roosevelt became his friend and colleague and called Jacob “the Ideal American.”  One of his noted news articles was about a boy named Albert who lived in the slums and had never seen a flower.  After reading how Jacob’s children sent flowers from their Richmond Hill home to the slum children the entire city was touched and many donated flowers to Jacob to distribute to the children. 


   Jacob brought the tradition of Christmas-caroling to America, with the help of his neighbors and friends.  Unlike the English tradition of standing on a street corner and singing, Jacob brought his carolers to the homes of the sick and infirmed, to spread Christmas cheer.  He was also instrumental in passing laws where every American community should have public playgrounds. 


   The students of the Aquinas Honor Society, Immaculate Coneption School, of Jamaica Estates, NYC, made Jacob Riis their historical hero.  They raised funds to restore a bronze-bust of Jacob, stolen from Riis Park, NYC, 46 years ago.  They were honored to commission the noted young artist David Ostro to create a new bronze bust, that was unveiled on April 17, 2010.


************************************************

Lower Columbia / Lake Missoula Floods, Mark Buser, Portland, Oregon

   The last major glacial advance in the Pacific Northwest occurred 12,000 – 15,000 years ago.  The Purcell Lobe, ½ mi (1 km) in thickness, blocked the drainage of the Clark Fork River, in western Montana.  This blockage helped the backwater fill the entire Clark Fork valley, producing a lake, 530 cu-mile, the size of Lake Eerie and Ontario combined.  When the water backed up enough, the ice dam collapsed, and the flood waters came rushing over north Idaho, eastern Washington, and down the lower Columbia River, in three days.  The fertile Paloose Soil developed as a result of these multiple floods.  J. H. Bretz, in the 1920s, advocated for such a scenario and mapped out some of the flood paths.  He was laughed at by most of the science community at the time.  Satellite images 60 years later has helped confirmed his story.  Evidence includes giant ripple marks in the valleys (as seen from the air), glacial boulders in the Willamette Valley, glacial flood sediments in Spokane and Walla Walla, etc.  A good example is Field Bridge Park, in West Linn, south of Portland.  The Lower Columbia Chapter of the Ice Age Institute (www.iafi.org) petitioned the U.S. Congress to establish an Ice Age National Geologic Trail, from Montana to Oregon.  The Trail is administered by the National Park Service.

*********************************

Growing up in the Faroe Islands, Rakul Ketels, Damascus, Oregon

   The 18 Faroe Islands are located halfway between Norway and Iceland, with 545 sq-mile in area.  The average temperature is 35-65 degF.  The 48,000 inhabitants speak Færoese, which is most similar to Old Norse (the common language of the Vikings).  Torshavn is the capital city.  The Islands are Danish terrority (www.faroeislands.com).

  There were six children in the family.  Rakul's mother sewed all their clothes.  The children would play in the snow, sledding, skate (using wooden skates).  They would eat fish six days a week, as it is the most common food.  At 13 years old, she went with her class to Copenhagen for all summer.  It took 48 hours by boat, one-way!   Rakul's next job was a chef's helper, back in Torshavn.  During summer, the youth would go into the hills, explore, and gather berries.  Celebrating birthdays was an important custom.

  Rakul married John, from Oregon, and were together for 38 years.  They had two sons and four grandchildren.  We then watched a home-video film footage of the Islands, with Denmark's King Kristian the 10th visiting in June 1921 and Frederik the 9th in 1949.

*********************************

Anders Fogh Rasmussen, Erik Voldbæk,  DBIA Lodge #167, Portland, Oregon

   AFR is the new Secretary General of NATO.  He resigned as Denmark's Prime Minister to take on the new job.  Who is Anders Fogh Rasmussen?  How did he rise so quickly? 

   AFR comes from northern Jutland, from a small farm near Ginnerup, then to another small farm town, Hvidding (near Viborg).  Fogh was his mother's madian name.  His mother died in 1985.  He started in a one-classroom school.  By 10 years old, AFR went to middle school.  There were/are no school buses for transportation nor any athletic programs.  At 16 years old, he was accepted to go to Gymnasium (i.e., college-prep high school) in Viborg.  He formed his own political group while in school.  AFR politics would develop as a conservative in fiscal matters, but as a social liberal.  

  At 19 years old, he entered the University of Arhus and studied Economics.  In 1978, AFR graduated and then got married to Anne-Mette.  They eventually would have children – one son, two daughters.  They moved to Skals.  He was fortunate to be appointed as a new member of parliament at 25 years old, representing the Viborg District.  

   In 1979, he wrote many articles and a book about Danish taxes, how taxes fail the lazy and punish the industrious.  AFR's second book spoke about the right to own property, and the loss of that right, as Danes were becoming slaves in their own country to a big bueracracy.  His fourth book in 1993 criticized the welfare state, warning that it couldn't be sustained.  He changed the programs of the Line new program.  AFR was elected as Prime Minister in 2001.

   Denmark's Parliament works by proportional representation and as a coalition government.  No single party can rule, but must pull together an alliance of smaller parties.  Obviously, a lot of American-style back-room wheeling-and-dealing must go on, in order to pull together a working governance.  In his case, the Conservative and Christian Parties were the major force.  In 2002, it was time for the Chair of the European Union (EU) to go to Denmark.  AFR traveled to the former Soviet-block countries of eastern Europe, the ones that were applying for NATO membership, to see if they met the “Copenhagen Criteria” - democratic governance, adhere to the rule of law, protect human rights, protect minorities, functional market-based economy, and meet the obligations to another NATO member country.  Denmark joined NATO in 1949, same year as the United States.  High-ranking officials in the EU and NATO saw AFR as a leader that could make tough decisions, helping his ascension to the Secetary of NATO job.  He is talented and industrious.

*********************************

Whither Greenland Goeth: The Greenland Ice Sheet and Climate Change, Christina  Hulbe, Ph.D., Portland State University,  Portland, Oregon 

   Her work as a glacial modeler has taken her to Antarctica many times, but will focus on Greenland today, a terroritory of Denmark.  Greenland contains the second largest freshwater reservoir on Earth.  Greenland glaciers have the water equivalent to 7-meters of sea level.  There has been rapid change of recent.

   Her gave a brief history.  In 1410, Claudius Clavus, a Danish cartographer, produced the first map of Greenland.  By 1893, most of the coastline, but not all, was mapped. 

   The geology of Greenland consisted of volcanic basalts (similar to the Columbia River Gorge) from 60-20 million years ago.  In the south of the island, contains rocks 2.5-3.9 billion years old, some of the oldest rock on Earth.  Greenland was part of a super-continent, which broke up 540 million years ago.  At 400 million years ago, Greenland was warm, as it was in the tropical ocean.  Another super-continent break-up occurred at 200 million years ago.  By 105 million years ago, the Atlantic Ocean was opening up.  By 20 million years, as Greenland moved further north into the Atlantic, the first signs of glaciation were found.  

   The mountains are higher on the east side, 1000-3000 m, versus the west side, 200-400 m.  The ice can get up to 3200 m in thickness (~10,000 feet).  

   Glaciers form as several seasonal snowfalls get compacted, which squeezes out the air spaces.  The snow re-crystallizes.  The glaciers flows downslope, in response to the pull of gravity and the difference in heights of the glacier.

   We can learn about past glacial climates by drilling ice cores and sampling the chemistry of the ice.  Researchers use isotopes of oxygen and hydrogen, trapped atmospheric gases and dust particles, to assess past environmental conditions.  The Greenland ice record goes back over 730,000 years, so this is an excitimg time for the climate-science community.  This effort is part of the new North Greenland Ice Core Project (www.gfy.ku.dk/~www-glac/ngrip/hovedside_eng.htm), from Denmark.  

   What do we know of Greenland's glacial history?  The last glacial maximum occurred 25-30,000 years ago.  The inter-glacial (i.e., warm period) peaked 10-5,000 years ago with the highest sea levels, as the glaciers were melting.  

   What is happening today?  There is more melt at the lower elevations, but more snow accumulations at higher elevations.  Current glacial loss is 200 +/- 50 billion tons per year.  The Arctic Ocean has warmed +0.5 to 3 degC in 2000-2009 vs. 1951-1980.  Outlet glaciers are speeding up in recent years, due to drainage ponds on top of the glaciers that quickly drain their water to the base of the glacier and helps to speed up its motion.  The 2006 summer field season showed the flow change due to the glacier itself was small.  It is the marine margin (i.e., the anchor point just offshore) that can trigger a rapid glacier change, via calving off the of the glacier.

*********************************

The Future of the DCC, Sonja Kromann, NWDA Board of Directors, Seattle, Washington

   The DCC has become a major and key event for the NWDA.  Current ideas on how to go forward include: (1) Looking to partner with the Danish Immigrant Museum (IA), Scandinavian Heritage Foundation (OR), the newspaper Bien, U-Wash., PSU (OR), and Pacific Lutheran University (WA).  We need to think about broader marketing.  (2) Maybe we need to better accommodate families.  We could do a camp for younger children to make it family-friendly for attendees.  (3) This year’s speakers were contacted through a variety of sources.  We will continue to reach out to students and professors of Scandinavian programs at PSU, UO, and U-Wash and look at other programs offered in the PNW for speaker ideas.  It is hoped that sponsorship with other organizations might help with  building the DCC program.  Early lead-times are desirable. 

Note-taker: Kyle Dittmer, Master of Ceremonies, DCC-2010; DBIA #167 Secretary

